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and dislike with, which the new government was
regarded, in many quarters were reflected from the
beginning in the behavior of Congress. There
was from the first a disposition to find fault and to
antagonize, and as time went on this disposition
was aggravated by the great scope allowed to
misunderstanding and calumny from the lack of
direct contact between Congress and the Adminis-
tration. In founding a new party, Jefferson only
organized forces that were demanding leadership.
He consolidated the existing opposition, and gave
it the name "Republican Party," implying that
its purpose was to resist the rise of monarchy and
the growth of royal prerogative in the system of
government which was introduced by the adoption
of the Constitution. It is clear enough now that
the implication was mere calumny; the notion that
Washington was either aiming at monarchy or was
conniving at it through ignorance was a grotesque
travesty of the shameful situation that actually
existed; but fictions, pretenses, slanders, and
calumnies that would never have been allowed
utterance if the Administration and Congress had
stood face to face now had opportunity to spread
and infect public opinion. Hence the tone of ex-
treme rage that dishonors the political contention